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Congratulations and Best Wishes 

Faculty retirees and years of teaching service: 

Front Row:  Sharon Scialdone 31 years of service, Lucianne Nelson 20 years of 

service, Dan Macuga 36 years of service, Nancy Harper 27 years of service, 

Johanna Dzikiy 35 years of service 

Back Row: Darlene McComas 13 years of service, Patricia Piroli 30 years of ser-

vice, Dennis Kopka 34 years of service, Elva Harley 19 years of service, and Joni 

Parkinson 35 years of service 

Missing from picture, support staff retirees and years of service: 

Charles Cox 25 years of service, Robert Fabyanic 9 years of service, Sharon Leppla 

25 years of service, and Fred Rogers 16 years of service.   

We wish all the best to the graduating seniors in the Class of 2011 and the district retirees for 

this year. Your hard work, dedication, and service will not soon be forgotten.  We wish you all 

the best in your future endeavors whether they be relaxing or challenging!   

The top three honor graduates of the Class of 2011 

Chloe Miller, Renee Petrucci, and Dylan Weaver 

process to the stage during the 2011 graduation 

ceremony.  
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High School Happenings 
Sharing Some Science 

During the school year, Mrs. Elva Harley and Mrs. Lori 

Marazzi’s fifth grades science classes visited Mr. Matt Stu-

ber’s high school Chemistry Lab.  The high school and ele-

mentary school teachers collaborated in order to give con-

nect younger and older students and share resources to 

encourage an interest in science.  The fifth graders 

watched and participated in demonstrations on chemical 

reactions.  The outrageous lab experiments including 

methane bubbles, flaming vapor ramps, colorful flames, 

magic sand, and signing tubes.  The students also partici-

pated in a hands on activity on how to make gak (a slimy 

substance made from glue).  The fifth graders were as-

sisted by outstanding high school Chemistry students.  

 

 

Business  

Titans 
 

 

 

A team of high school students finished in first place 

at the Junior Achievement Titan Business Challenge 

on May 11 at Butler Community College.  The stu-

dents were Chad Redfern (11), Christopher Ruppen 

(9), and Brandon Wilson (9).  These students worked 

together to run a virtual business.  This activity in-

cluded making decisions on selling prices, marketing, 

research and development, capital investments, and 

charitable giving.  Their business decisions were com-

pared to other teams from Beaver and Butler County.  

The students each won a $150 gift card to Best Buy 

and they moved on to the next round of competition. 

Congratulations! 

Left to Right:  Brandon Wilson, Chad Redfern, 

and Christopher Ruppen 

Read All About It! 

On May 26, 2011 the New Brighton High School Library was filled with donuts, balloons, 

and 65 students to celebrate their accomplishment of reading  at least one millions words! 

The high school library Accelerated Reader program sponsored a Million Word Club con-

test.  Students were challenged to go above and beyond their Accelerated Reader require-

ment and try to reach one million words read during the course of the year.  Once they 

accomplished that goal, each received a personalized READ poster and a bookmark.  They 

were also qualified to attend the end of the year celebration.  The student who read the 

most words received a $25 gift certificate to Barnes and Nobles and anyone in the club 

was eligible for other prizes. The winner of the top award was Lauren Lund who read over 3,929,866 words. 

The Million Word Club in its first year was a great success.  Over 88 students in the high school alone read over 

one million words and eight students read over three million words.  The students read over 1660 books through-

out the course of the year.  The total number of words read for everyone in the club was a remarkable 

113,758,530 words. 

The middle school also had a very successful year for Accelerated Reader.  They had 92 stu-

dents read over one million words and their top reader was Rachel Burnsworth who read 

4,965,710 words.   

New Brighton students are certainly finding reading to be fun and exciting and are already 

looking forward to the challenge next year! 
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Middle School News 

 Girls Taking the 

Lead 

On April 14th the AAUW 

(American Association of 

University Women) Girls' 

Recognition Night was held 

at the Beaver County Com-

munity College. Beaver County school districts were 

asked to nominate two 8th grade female students who 

excel in, and show keen interest in, the STEM format. 

That is...Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. For 

the sciences Taryn Milnes was selected to represent 

New Brighton because of her near perfect grades, moti-

vation, attitude, and her interest in pursuing a career in 

engineering. Cassie Pasquale was selected to represent 

New Brighton for her similar qualities and outstanding 

achievements in math. 

 The evening consisted of young women from several 

Beaver County school districts being recognized for their 

excellence in STEM. A panel of four very successful 

women in these fields gave brief talks on their careers 

and what it takes to succeed in the STEM fields. The 

panel consisted of a clinical pharmacist, an engineer 

from Heinz, a businesswoman from Nova Chemical, and 

a dentist that owns her own practice. 

The honorees were presented with certificates as part of 

the recognition. 

Hosting the Bee 

On Friday, April 15th, 2011 the New Brighton Middle 

School proudly hosted the Beaver County Pennsyl-

vania Association of School Retirees’ Sixth Grade 

Spelling Bee.  Henry Atkins, who was the 2010 Spell-

ing Bee Champion, gave the opening remarks.   

New Brighton was represented by Micah Rombold, 

with Patrick Strapp as the alternate.  Seventeen 

schools were present for the event. Jalen 

Kimbrough from Aliquippa became the 2011 Spell-

ing Bee Champion.  The 2012 event will be hosted 

by Aliquippa next year.  A special thank you goes 

out to Mr. Jason McCowin for sponsoring this event, 

Missy Adams for the early morning snack, and 

Katerina Whalen and Kristen Mendenhall for their 

artwork that was featured on the front of the pro-

gram. 

Taryn Milnes and Cassie Pasquale 

Sixth grader 

Micah Rom-

bold and the 

Spelling Bee! 

Going to the Birds 

Students in Miss Krista Schwartz and Mrs. Glynis Tweddell’s advanced reading class 

read the novel Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen. The novel looks at the two main 

character’s lives as they go from early childhood to young adults. It also includes the 

one of the main character’s 5th grade science project – hatching chicken eggs, and 

how she continues to raise these chickens at home. In order to bring the novel to 

life, parent Mrs. Dawn Boswell visited the class with a rooster, hens and young 

chicks.  Students were able to learn up-close about the animals by observing and 

asking questions of Mrs. Boswell, getting a real feel for what the character in Flipped 

experienced.   
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Excitement in the Elementary 

Science in the  

Classroom 

Mrs. Hyziak thrilled the 

NBES 4th graders with fun 

and educational science 

experiments in April!  Part 

of Bayer's Making Science 

Make Sense program, Mrs. 

Hyziak has volunteered 

to provide hands-on les-

sons to the students for 

several years in a row.  All 

the current experiments 

are listed on the Bayer web 

site, under the Experiment 

Tab.  Congratulations to the students pictured above 

who represented New Brighton at the 19th An-

nual Pennsylvania Music Education Association 

District Five Elementary Chorus Fest on March 

4, 2011 at Rochester High School.  They sang 

with 200 students from Beaver, Butler, Law-

rence and Mercer counties.  Guest Conductor 

was Mrs. Lisa Jaworowski and Host Director 

was Miss Rhonda Ficca. 

Left to Right Back Row: Alyssa Willis, Gina DeMarco, Helena 

Hyziak, Erin Kelly, Hope McComas-McBride, Miss Rhonda 

Ficca 

Front Row: Kitt Jordan, Kailee Pavlinich, Alyssa Mattica, Zoe 

Atkins 

 

 

 

Second grade student Jessi Walton and her father, Reverand Richard Walton traveled to Baja, Mexico in Janu-

ary to visit a home for children and prepare for an upcoming trip in August with teens and adults from sev-

eral western PA churches.  In order to get to City of Children, Jessi and her father flew into San Diego and 

then traveled by bus to Ensenada, Baja Mexico.  Started in 1970, City of Children houses, educates, and cares 

for approximately 120 children who are orphans, unwanted, or neglected.  Jessi’s family sponsors a child at 

City of Children, Yoleth Soto, and she was able to visit her and spend time with her while her father planned 

the upcoming trip.   

When they returned, Jessi spoke to all the second graders about her experience on the service trip.   

Reaching Across Borders 

A Song in their Hearts 
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News and Notes from Around the District 

(ÏÎÏÒÉÎÇ ."ȭÓ &ÉÎÅÓÔ 

Left to Right: Krik Bonzo, Cheryl Himes, and George Hage 

On March 17, 2011 the New Brighton PTA honored 

three of New Brighton’s finest community mem-

bers for their dedication and service to the com-

munity.  The annual PTA Founder’s Day Dinner 

awarded honors to Krik Bonzo of New Brighton, 

Cheryl Himes of Daugherty Township, and George 

Hage of Pulaski Township.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entertainment was provided by the NBHS Jazz 

Combo under the direction of Jamie Beilstein. 

Drum set- Cody Dittman, bass- Tyler Marinkovic, 

alto and soprano saxophone- Rebecca Yelton, 

trumpet- Ransom Marshall, guitar- James Beswick.  

A Walk for a Cause 

A number of teachers and their families 

participated in Walk Now for Autism Speaks 

Pittsburgh on Saturday, June 4 at Heinz 

Field.  The teachers raised over one thou-

sand dollars for Autism research and treat-

ment.  NB participants included Mandi Cwy-

nar, Sam Dawson, Kellie Forkin, Diana God-

frey, Kayse Hicks, Linda Runatz, and Krista 

Schwartz. 

Academic All Stars 

Six NB students competed this year in the national 

Academic Games competition held in Kissimmee, Flor-

ida April 28-May 3.  They competed against students 

from seven states.  The Junior Division boys, Brandon 

Wilson, Bobby Winner and Mitchell Vukich, along with 

2 students from another district earned a 2nd place 

team trophy in World Events with Brandon Wilson 

earning a 7th place individual medal for World Events.  

Back Row: Mr. Frank 

Phelps, Mitchell 

Vukich, Bobby Win-

ner, Brandon Wilson 

Front Row: Celeste 

Peterson, Yasmina 

Sommers, Madison 

Weaver, Mrs. Jennifer 

Shuster 



 

6  www.nbasd.org 

Math 24 

What if you were given four cards with numbers on 

them and were challenged to “make 24” using all four 

numbers and any mathematical operations?  Would 

y o u  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  i t ?   

 

Well, 20 New Brighton students in grades 3-8 partici-

pated in Math 24 on January 26, at Midland Area 

School District to do just that.  Competing against stu-

dents in their grade level from all over the county, 

third grader Jackson Hall placed 3rd overall in the 

county among third grades.  Eighth grader Cassie 

Pasquale placed 4th overall in the county among 

eighth graders.  This competition of math and prob-

lem solving skills was both fun and challenging for the 

students.  Congratulations to all the participants and 

winners! 

 
Fourth place winner, 8th 

grader Cassie Pasquale 

Third place winner, 3rd grader  

Jackson Hall 

News and Notes from Around the District, cont.  

Members of the New Brighton Borough Council 

presented to students about the importance of 

conserving our natural resources and being 

friendly to our planet.  The presentation was on 

Earth Day and as a special treat stu-

dents were visited by Ms. Litterbug– Valerie McElvy, 

council member from 4th Ward.  Teachers got into the 

spirit of the day by signing Ms. Litterbug’s shirt as a 

commitment to teach students about recycling and be-

ing green.   

 

Going Green 
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Making It All Possible 

I  
n order to continue providing funding to teachers and students for 

exceptional work and projects, the NB Education Foundation re-

quires the financial support of many.  Please consider a donation of 

any amount to help fund the great work of students and teachers in the 

district.  Use the form below to send in your tax-deductible donation.  All 

funds directly impact the education of students in New Brighton.  Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated.   

YES!  I will support the students and 

teachers of New Brighton Area School 

District.  

Name:______________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Phone:_______________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________ 

Amount of Tax-Deductible  

Contribution  

$____________ 

 

Please mail checks made payable to New 

Brighton Education Foundation to: 

New Brighton   

Education Foundation 

3225 43rd Street 

New Brighton, PA 15066 

Thank you for your  

generosity! 
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Notice of Nondiscrimination 

The New Brighton Area School District will not dis-

criminate in its educational programs, activities or 

employment practices based on race, color, national 

origin, sex, or any other legally protected classifica-

tion.  Announcement of this policy is in accordance 

with state and federal laws, including Title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 503 

and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 

complaint of harassment or discrimination or who 

need information about accommodations for handi-

capped persons should contact the Director of Pupil 

Services at 724.843.1795 extension 331. 

 

Linda Emert 

School Board Secretary 

Rick Start, Esq. 

Solicitor 

Marjory Warnes, Ph. D. 

Director of Pupil Services 

Joseph Guarino, Ed.D. 

Director of Curriculum 

John Sepe 

Business Manager 

 

Robert Lee 

Director of Technology 

 

Edward Kasparek 

High School Principal 

Robert Budacki 

High School Assistant Principal 

Julian Underwood 

Middle School Principal 

Jason Hall 

Elementary School Principal 

New Brighton Area School District 

School Board of Directors 

Harry Caminite, President 

Kent McDermott, Vice-President 

Christeen Ceratti 

Jay Funkhouser 

John Ludwig 

Gary Rombold 

Karen Sheffield 

Melanie Smith 

Mitch Yanyanin 

Administration  

David C. Pietro, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

The Communicator is a publication of the 

New Brighton Area School District. Editor is  

Johanna Guarino.  Story ideas, questions or 

comments should be directed to 

joguarino@nbsd.k12.pa.us. 
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